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An extraordinary floorstanding loudspeaker, truly deserving its godlike status
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longside its range of relatively convenmtvodahteoxsity, with the bassline burrowing as dee
loudspeakers, Living Voice, headed upehyg otenily xpcthabilst starting and stopping wit
hampioned the horn loudspeaker as speadtirAatthhe same time, tiny percussive moments
pression of high-sensitivity design.e@Qsdy dogeraoe pifacedrbeautifully within the enormi
20 years, Living Voice has produced a smallTbhelledésiom dfiscedrilsléhlaandover between the dri
generally used Vitavox compression driverscimo seaMentisdessehsallgstransparent B all efforts t
Around five years ago, work started on a desigmetheilwa3hetardeldetics of the cabinet, with no
be entirely free of compromise in design, nazteviglsvisndle xecmtiammy tbf the drivers, help to cor
and beyond the wallets of most mere mortalsin@he dreiselt witihas inThist e drfreetw iidttre.gration
remarkable brief is the equally remarkable Ybowdyfopian &d mbsgeakeettlingly real soundstage

Described in the most ~v~~~%~ hiakdaaie to place an opera with the same
this is a five-way floor asssurance and accuracy as a Sso
loudspeaker with exter gilano. When amplification is
and is designed to be 1 switched to the mighty Kondo
separate, adaptable ba Gakuon monoblocks, the sense
Behind this simple stat that you are listening to a hi-fi
however, is one of the system ends: you are simply tre
extraordinary loudspeakers ever to a direct representation of mu
conceived D to truly explore the nature of wsthl e gore mvoeu laif reelgeirenics being present.
most of the pages of this magazine. Most surprising, for something so transparent an

Each sculpted cabinet is the result of 528 houné atf ewmerk prooom mecordings are not dissected a
master craftsman. Even in areas that the owner isnhistenadiklely Itostead, it is able to retain the
see, the cabinet is finished to a standard that is parsséeskey&dtdrome Kin YdNaddL E, yet avoids
our conventional understanding of loudspeaker cabiheltsngAinaoi¢hye harshness that can often |
of wood is used, including tulipwood, maple and beerxithin the recording. Of course, give it s«
each chosen for their specific properties in a givenmarsterdfil PDsacdbwysAli Farka Toure with
the speaker. These are joined using mitre and housRiygCooder D and the results are sublime:

joints with no butt joints in order to ensure sense that fingers are being snapped in f
perfect aesthetics. itself, with no participation from anythin
The high-frequency and super-high- obvious as a loudspeaker.
frequency drive units are outside of the That the Vox Olympian is a masterful pe
main cabinet, mounted on a solid beech ply the perfect foil for valve amplification is
support structure that includes calibrated surprise, given the pedigree involvet
adjustment for tuning to the demands of the that the technology is perfectly suit
room. The entire speaker is wired in Kondo the task. What sets it apart is that e
KSL-SPz silver cabling with 24ct gold plated facet of the speaker is built to a sta
tellurium copper terminals. of engineering and integrity that is t
This floorstander is startlingly sensitive. Its beyond what might be expected of e
given sensitivity of 105db/w allows it to be other exotic loudspeakers.
driven to breathtaking levels on comfortably It is impossible to ignore the price
less than 10 watts of input power. It is the of course, but time spent in the pres
perfect partner for low-output, single-ended of this magnificent floorstander goe
triode designs. way to justifying this tremendous sul
money. In this day and age, it shoul
SOUND QUALITY celebrated that a company has gone
Sonically, the Olympian defies easy description. effort of producing something that m
Connected to a pair of Kondo Gakuoh 300B no concessions and no apologies for
monoblocks, its dynamics are astonishing. In is: it is an extraordinary achievement
much the same way as tornados are able to drive people lucky enough to own one will p
a blade of straw through a telegraph pole, the an speaker whose audio performance is

Vox Olympian is capable of truly awesome staging only by the exacting attention to every d¢
and presence whilst retaining every single detail ofsayling and a&sthetics.
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